
God's Will and Man's Will

It was God's sovereign will that fixed the time of 
my birth. It is the same will that has fixed the day 
of my death. And was not the day of my conversion 
fixed as certainly by the same will? Or will any but 
"the fool" say that God has fixed by His will the day 
of our birth and death, but leaves us to fix the day 
of our conversion by our own will; that is, leave us 
to decide whether we shall be converted or not? If 
the day of conversion be fixed, then it cannot be 
left to be determined by our own will. God 
determined, where and when, and how we should 
be born; and so He has determined where, and 
when, and how we shall be born again. If so, His 
will must go before ours in believing; and it is just 
because His will goes before ours that we become 
willing to believe. Were it not for this, we should 
never have believed at all. If man's will precedes 
God's will in everything relating to himself, then I 
do not see how any of God's plans can be carried 
into effect. Man would be left to manage the world 
in his own way. God must not fix the time of his 
conversion, for that would be an interference with 
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man's responsibility. Nay, He must not fix that he 
shall be converted at all, for that must be left to 
himself and to his own will. He must not fix how 
many are to be converted, for that would be making 
His own invitation a mere mockery, and man's 
responsibility a pretence! He may turn a stray star 
into its course again by a direct forth-putting of 
power, and be unchallenged for interference with
the laws of nature. But to stretch out His arm and 
arrest a human will in its devious course, so as to 
turn it back again to holiness, is an unwarrantable 
exercise of His power, and an encroachment upon 
man's liberty! What a world! where man gets all his 
own way, where God is not allowed to interfere, 
except in the way that man calls lawful! What a 
world! where everything turns upon man's will;--
where the whole current of events in the world or 
in the church is regulated, shaped, impelled by 
man's will alone. God's will is but a secondary thing. 
Its part is to watch events, and follow in the track of 
man's! Man wills, and God must say--Amen!

by Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)
Scottish minister and hymn writer
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